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Notes from the President
And the season has begun!

Please allow me to express gratitude to Suzanne Hoern-
schemeyer and Terry Sibbtts for organizing KTG’s partici-
pation in Kirkwood’s annual Greentree Festival this year.  
They outperformed themselves.  We had a record-number 
of participants in the parade and are convinced the bro-
chures, flyers, and pixie sticks handed out by our parade 
walkers will bring in more audience members for our 
productions this season.  Thank you and congratulations 
on a job very well done. 

Thanks also to Joan Dolan for a very enjoyable opening 
season party at the Frontenac Hilton.  Desserts and drinks 
on a Friday night was a lovely idea.  I believe a good time 
was had by all.  Some of us were having so much fun, we 
moved the party into the cocktail lounge at the hotel and 
stayed until past our bedtimes talking, laughing, and reliv-
ing theatre adventures together.

Thanks to everyone who auditioned for There Goes the 
Bride!  It was a fun audition because there were new and 
old faces auditioning and everyone was so gracious and 
enjoyable to watch.  Thank you for putting your vulnerable 
selves out there for all of us.  Please know everyone there 
recognizes it’s not an easy thing to do.

Being able to say “thank you” to someone for anything 
always feels so good.  First of all, it means you’ve re-
ceived something of value and that’s always a fun thing.  
Second, the person hearing the “thank you” knows you’ve 
recognized the value in the thing they have offered to you, 
and that makes the giver feel good.  After that, it’s just a 
toss-up on who feels better in this circle of gratitude.  

Within the world of theatre, a lot of “attitude of gratitude” 
takes place.  This is obviously a result of the incredible 
interdependence of all the pieces that go into a production.  
Directors are grateful when they get a good cast of actors; 
actors are grateful for their lighting; lighting people are 
grateful for good equipment the theatre group provides; 
the theatre group is grateful for the audience members, the 
audience members are grateful for a nice theatre, and the 
circle goes on and on until the production has been put to 
bed and life is good.  

Please remember dress rehearsal for There Goes the Bride 
is 8:00 p.m. Thursday, October 30, 2008, and that you 
are more than welcome.  Most of you know, a cast needs 

timing help with comedy and this is one of those shows 
in which the cast is going to need an audience to get the 
timing just right.  Join us if you can – and then come see 
the real show also!  It’s always fun to watch a production 
evolve.

Our toast:   “Here’s to recognizing the contribution of 
time, effort, and love we all put into each show and to 
each other.”

 Cherol Bowman Thibaut

SAVE THE DATE
KTG’S ANNUAL MEMBER

HOLIDAY PARTY
FRIDAY DECEMBER 5TH

MORE DETAILS COMING SOON!

Are you a Member of KTG?  
LOOK FOR THE ASTERISK!

A member is any volunteer that contributes to 
KTG, there are no fees assessed.  A membership 
remains active for one season past the last season 
of contribution. Any member contributing for 15 
or more seasons or who serves for 3 more years on 
the KTG Board of Governors will be considered a 
sustaining member and will remain on the active 
roll for as long as they wish.  Membership has its 
privileges.  KTG members are those that have input 
into the future of KTG,  allowed to vote in the an-
nual election.  Members are also invited to several 
member events through the year.

All current members have an asterisk on their Call-
Board Mailing label.  Not active this year, an easy 
problem to solve~ join us for a set build day, help 
behind the scenes or usher a show.  All are welcome 
and encouraged to volunteer! If you have any ques-
tions about your status please do not hesitate in 
calling KTG Executive Administrator, Terry Sibbitts 
at 314-821-9956 or tsibbitts@ktg-onstage.org

                vvvvvvvvv



~AUDITIONS ~

THE CEMETERY CLUB
By Ivan Menchell

Sunday, November 9th at 2pm 
Robert G. Reim Theatre
111 W. Geyer, Kirkwood

Production dates: January 16, 17, 18, 22, 23 &24   

Director:  Russ Bettlach 

Synopsis:  Three Jewish widows, Ida, Lucille, and Doris, meet once 
a month for tea before going to visit their husband’s graves.  Dur-
ing one of their visits to the cemetery they meet Sam, a butcher and 
a widower, who is visiting his wife’s grave.  Sam and Ida strike up a 
romance which threatens to break up the cemetery club.  Doris and 
Lucille meet Sam and squash the budding romance.  They are guilt 
stricken when this breaks Ida’s heart especially when Sam shows up 
to escort the three widows to their friend Selma’s remarriage with his 
date Mildred.  It’s an evening of laughter and tears, where someone 
does live happily ever after. 

Roles Available: All are in their mid 50’s to mid 60’s
 
Ida - sweet, even tempered, loved her husband and her family, but is 
ready to begin a new life.

Lucille – feisty, flirts with all the men, her husband cheated on her, 
dresses sexy but has a heart of gold.

Doris – is judgmental and a bit of a prude, devoted to her late hus-
band and remains so.

Sam- Ida’s butcher, charming, and recently widowed, ready to move 
on with his life. 

Mildred-Sam’s date for their friend Selma’s wedding, the “other 
woman”, thrown into the middle of the feuding friends.  (Small part on 
stage in Act 2 for 6 pages, will need to attend a limited number of rehearsals 
until 1/5/09.)  

NO APPOINTMENT NEcESSARy. 
Auditions will consist of readings from the script. Late ar-

rivals may not be admitted to the audition
Rehearsals will be every Monday, Wednesday and 

Thursday from 7-10 pm beginning November 10th at 
the Kirkwood Community Center.  

Tech week begins Sunday, January 11th
Be prepared to list all conflicts at the audition.  Please 

do not audition if you are unable to attend all tech week 
rehearsals and  performances.

Behind the Scenes
v Thanks to our Play Reading
Committee volunteers:  Kim McCreight,  
Sue Abling,  Leah Giessing, Kristi Shilts,  
Michael Bentz,  Lauren Kistner, 
 Jim  Arnet,  Tim Cunningham & Colin 
Nichols. If you have a play to recom-
mend for next season, please 
email Kim at kmccr8@aol.com.

v Best of 2008 Riverfront Times 
lists 3 faces very familiar to KTG!  
Dorothy Davis,  Suzanne Greenwald  & 
Eleanor Mullin were recognized as
 “Best Kevetchers” for their work in the 
West End Players Guild’s production of 
Prison of Second Avenue.  Way to go, gals!

v Have you noticed the new-
est addition to the KTG website?  If you 
go to the History of Shows, Steve Abling 
has put a live link to a gallery of show 
photos.  Its worth a look.

v KTG will celebrate the 
end of the year a bit differently in 2009.  
The KTG Board will be initiating award 
recognition that will take place at the 
Annual Meeting.  Watch the CallBoard 
for more details.

v $25 Certificate from PJs
 Tavern & Grill could be yours! Each day 
you volunteer for set move in, set build 
or set painting your name will be en-
tered into the "We Can't Do It Without 
You" drawing.  We won't even make you 
share!

v Coming soon!  KTG newest 
presence on the web~our own Facebook 
page.  If you would like to help with this 
or have photos for us to post, please call 
Terry, 314-821-9956.
 
v Did you know our best source 
of new season ticket holders and volun-
teers is YOU! Why not invite a friend to 
come see a show or come volunteer with 
you.  Spread the word!

If you have news to share please 
contact Terry Sibbitts, KTG’s 
Executive Administrator.  call 
314-821-9956 or email her at 

tsibbitts@ktg-onstage.org



Congratulations to cast and crew of KTG’s 2007 production 
of Lucky Stiff.  The show took top honors at the 
Arts for Life Awards  for Best Musical with a small ensemble.  
Director ~JT Ricroft took the award for Best Director. Great job, JT!
Kudos to you all: 
Assistant Directors ~Deb Sclar & Marcia Meyer
Cast members~Michael Richardson, Leah Norris,  Merryl Crivelli,  
John Reidy,  Kent Coffel,  Janet Robey-Schwartz,  Janet Seitz Wheate-
ly,  Patrick Wheatley, Gabe Violett & Michael Bentz.
 Production Staff~Joan Dolan,  Kim Hansen,  Merrick Mohler,  Russ 
Bettlach,  JT Taylor,  Paul Thomas,  Cherol Thibaut,  Sue Abling,  
Beverly Wiessenburger,  Kristin Heard,  Curt Stevenson, Lee Meyer,  
Susanne Hoernschemeyer, Barbara Weinhardt. 
Crew members~Harold Feltmann, Geoff Harris,  Steve Abling,  Joe 
Laffler, Dan Kuzma, George Wiseheart,  Ron Van Fleet, 
Rob Cwiklowski, Scott Roth.

season 
opening party

Frontenac
Hiton

Danny Austin & 
Jan Meyer

Kristi Shilts & cherol Bowman Thibaut

JT Ricroft & Rob cwiklowski

Marcia Meyer, Deb Sclar, Mary Wright,
Terry Sibbitts, cherol BowmanThibaut, 
Kim Hansen, Janet Sietz Wheatley

Troy Turnipseed &
 Lauren Arnet

cherol Bowman Thibaut & Jim Grumich
Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient

Glen Guillermo, JT Ricroft, 
Patrick Wheatley, & Kim 
Hansen

AFL Best 
Performance 

Awards

Kristen Heard & Stephanie Merritt

Thanks to Michael Benz 
for the photos!



GreenTree 
Festival Fun 

2008

Michael Bentz

Stephanie Merrit, Robert Doyle & Zombies

Bert Wunderlich

Susanne Hoernschemeyer, Jeff 
Wright & Suaznne Helfrich

cherol Thibaut, Linda 
Menard & Kent coffel

Nancy Leahy

Dan Guigion, Ren Binder, Krisit Shilts &Robert Doyle

Danny Austinm Kristten Heard & Steve Luhmann

Glen Guillermo

Randy Hastings 
& Joe Arno



vvvvvvvvv vvvvvvvvv vvvvvvvvv
Sue Abling~Take A Bow

For years Sue was aware of the Kirkwood Theatre Guild but she was busy with her career and rais-
ing two girls.  She did support the theatrical efforts of her daughter at the KH Players at Kirkwood 
High School, selling cookies and sewing an occasional button.  What an interesting foreshadowing 
of what was to come. Neighbor Jim Hoag and friend Dick Wobbe often spoke of their KTG involve-
ment and how much they enjoyed it.  So when Sue’s youngest took off for college (and after a few 
restful months) she went to the KTG GreenTree booth and signed up to volunteer.  Since then she 
has been thoroughly entrenched in KTG productions.  She has painted, ushered, worked crew, 
painted some more, been the Properties Manager, volunteered on the Board, was Technical Direc-
tor for Death Trap and of course painted some more.  

Sue was raised in Brentwood, one of 6 children.  After high school Sue graduated from Meramec Community College. She 
went to UMSL for a while but put her education on hold to raise her two girls. Later as a single mom, she worked full time 
and completed her education, graduating from Maryville University. This is a woman that can do anything she sets her mind 
to.  

Sue will tell you she enjoys her KTG activities for several reasons.  First, it is distinctly different than her day job, she is an ac-
countant for a Correctional Medical firm. What an escape!. Secondly, she has never stopped learning and thinks the willing-
ness of the “old pros” to teach the new volunteers all the technical aspects of production is one of the greatest parts of being 
involved with KTG. Lastly, she is grateful for all the new friends she has made in her first 5 seasons. She had an epiphany one 
night driving home from a cast party at 1:30 am-she knew that her involvement in KTG was re-shaping her life.  One friend-
ship led to the biggest change, a year ago Sue married long time KTG veteran Steve Abling.  The Kirkwood Theatre Guild is 
so grateful for Sue’s service, her willingness to do whatever job is at hand and her always pleasant nature even in the midst of 
occasional chaos. Thank you Sue!

Thanks to the our hard working GreenTree Coordinator, Susanne 
Hoernschemeyer KTG had a wonderful presence at the festival.  
Four wonderfully decorated red convertibles with incredible ban-
ners designed by Glen Guilllermo, rolled through town while KTG 
volunteers handed out over 1800 season flyers to an eager public, 
not to mention a kizillion pixie stix for the kids.  In the park at the 
KTG information booth more dedicated volunteers shared season 
and volunteer information. Even with Sunday being a rain out 
KTG was able to reach thousands of potential patrons and many 
new volunteers! Thanks to all the KTG volunteers who made this 
effort so successful: Sue Abling,Steve Abling, Joe Arno, Danny 
Austin, Michael Bentz, Ren Binder, Kent Coffel, Robert Doyle, 
Lynn Feltmann, Mary Gross, Dan Guignon, Glenn  Guillermo, 
Randy Hastings, Kristen Heard, Tom Heard, Carmen Heard, 
Suzanne Helfrich, Norm Hoernschemeyer, Shelia Jindella,  
Nancy Leahy, Frank Lewis, Judy  Lewis, Steve Luhmann, 
Linda Menard, Marcia Meyer,Jean Mockoby, Kristi Shilts, 
Terry Sibbbits Gary Sibbbits, Cary Steinmetz,Cherol Bowman 
Thibaut, David Treadway, Troy Turnipseed, Beverly Weissen-
burger, Jason Weissenburger, Jeff Wright, Bert Wunderlich.

See you all next year, 
September 18, 19 & 20, 2009

Volunteer Opportunities

We can’t do it without you!
Set Build for There Goes the Bride

Saturday, October 18th
For those who can tote & carry 

Move in starts at 9 am
Build starts at about 10:00 am

We will continue working on Sunday 
October 19th starting at 10 am and in the 

evenings during the week (time to be deter-
mined and again on 

Saturday October 25th at 10 am.
Questions? Please contact, Production 
Manager Geoff Harris 314-965-4428

Ushers needed for upcoming show.
KTG needs friendly faces to greet our pa-
trons, help them find seats and to pass out 

(you know) Andes Mints!
Please call Membership Manager, 

Joan Dolan to schedule a date!  
636-519-8691 or dolanjoan@aol.com

~New Volunteers always welcome~
INVITE A FRIEND



Auditions and performances are held at the Robert G. Reim Theatre, Kirkwood Community Center, 
111 S. Geyer Rd. Performances are at 8 PM with the Sunday matinee at 2 PM.

There Goes the Bride  Auditions 2 PM ~ September 14th
     Performances~October 31, November 1, 2, 6, 7, 8

The Cemetery Club  Auditions 2 PM ~November 9th
     Performances~January 16, 17, 18, 22, 23,24

Dial “M” for Murder  Auditions 6 PM ~ January 18th
     Performances~ March 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14

Damn Yankees   Auditions 2 PM ~ March 15th
     Performances~ May 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9

Kirkwood Theatre Guild
PO Box 220554
St. Louis, MO  63122

For information regarding VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES, AUDITIONS or TICKETS 
call 314-821-9956 or check at www.ktg-onstage.org.  Don’t forget to help KTG keep our 

               contact information up to date~let us know when your address or email changes. 

President~ Cherol Bowman Thibaut
Secretary~ Danny Austin
Artistic Manger~ Kim McCreight
Membership Manger~ Joan Dolan

VP & Treasurer~ Bert Wunderlich
Production Manager~ Geoffrey Harris
Publicity Manager~Jan Meyer

                      KTG BOARD OF GOVENORS 2008-2009

2008-2009 SEASON


