KIRKWOOD THEATRE GUILD

CALLBOARD

April, 2011
Notes from the President

Wow! I hope that you were able to see The Heiress. Jan Meyer, the production team, cast, and crew did one fantastic job.
The set was so elegant looking, with the walls made out of
fabric, causing the set to appear to be 18 feet high. The lighting enhanced everything that was either on the set or came out
on the set. The costumes were a beautiful showcase from the
1850’s. The sound helped move the show along. The props
and set decoration were very believable for that era, and did
you see the game set on the table? It was handmade just for
this show and was a piece of art. I don’t even know where
to start with the actors except to say, “What a fabulous job!”
I was awestruck, and our audience gave only rave reviews.
GREAT job everyone! Thank you seems so insignificant, but
that’s all I can say!
The production of Curtains has been cast, rehearsals have begun, and building has started. I think this cast is trying to out
shine our first three shows of the season. I don’t want to give
anything away at this point, but the cast is going to make you
laugh through the whole show. I have been at every rehearsal
and I think each cast member has taken it upon themselves to
see who can make me laugh harder. You will not want to miss
this one, and be sure to let your friends and family know that
they need to see this musical comedy. Tickets are going fast,
so be sure to get your tickets as soon as possible.

We only have one production left for our 80th season. I would
like to take a minute to say thank you to all of our members,
season ticket holders, those who made contributions (either
monetary, time, etc.), directors, production staff, cast, crew,
and anyone who assisted with this season. You have made
our 80th season such a great success. Please be sure to mark
your calendars for our end of season party so that you can see
the 80th season photo review and find out who will win this
season’s “You Did Fine” awards!
It is that time of the year to start the director interviews for
next season. We have a lot of people who have submitted to
direct, so please send good thoughts to those on the director
committee. I know that they will do a great job in recommending the best candidates to direct next season

superstitions for the lobby. I am looking for superstitions and
hoping that you can help. If you know of a theatre superstition,
please let me know what the superstition is, how the superstition is thought to have come about, and if there is something the
person who broke the superstition is suppose to do to reverse its
effects. For instance, did you know that it is bad luck to whistle
backstage? People believe that this evolved from the days when
the crew would whistle to signal what flies where to be flown in
next, what lines to raise or lower, etc. If someone whistled backstage who was not suppose to whistle, it would cause the crew
members to fly the wrong item, raise a curtain when it should be
lowered, or vice-a-versa. Thus, it was bad luck to whistle backstage. I am also looking to borrow a stuffed animal (a black cat)
for the lobby for Curtains. You might be asking yourself why,
and you will have to wait and look in the lobby for the answer. If
you have one that I can borrow, please let me know.
Until the next Call Board, be safe, happy, and healthy!

I am stealing a thought from Curtains for our toast for this
Call Board: “To all of us Show People, may your spotlight
burn bright and strong.”

SAVE THE DATE
June 12th

KTG’S ANNUAL MEETING &
YEAR END CELEBRATION

v BRUNCH vAWARDS v ELECTION v
Members~look for your invitation in the mail

Curtains

Linda Menard has graciously agreed to head this years’
nominating committee for KTG Board Members. If you are
interested in one of the board positions, please be sure to
contact her. I would also like to thank her and the committee
in advance for their work on the committee.
You may have noticed this season that a section of the lobby
has been decorated or has a section of the board that relates
back to the show. Our last production is basically a play about
a play,so I thought it would be nice to come up with theatre

OPENS
APRIL 29TH

Book & additional lyrics by
Rupert Hol,mes
Music & additional lyrics by
John Kander
Lyrics by Fred Ebb
Original book and concept by
Peter Stone
Directed Adam Grun

Linda Menard has been named Chairman of the Nominations Committee and has been charged with heading up a
group of KTG members who will be selecting a slate of
candidates for 2011-2012 Board of Governors.
KTG’S NOMINATIONS PROCESS
Article 5. Nomination and Election of Board
Section 5.1. The President shall appoint a past President, or
if one is not available, a KTG member not serving on the
current Board, as chairman of the nominating committee. The
nominating committee Chairman and at least four other KTG
members selected by the Chairman, shall convene
each year to select a slate of individuals for the next Board
of Governors.
Section 5.2. It will be the responsibility of the nominating committee Chairman to seek nominations from the membership for
office in advance of the nomination committee meeting.
Section 5.3. The committee shall select candidates for all elective offices. The committee shall select those candidates who, in
their judgment, are capable of fulfilling the duties and responsibilities of the office for which they are selected. A candidate for
the Board must be a current member.
Section 5.4. To provide continutiy and assure each Board of
Governors the benefit of counsel, the Nominating Committee
shall select at least two (2) members of the outgoing Board
as candidates to serve on the incoming Board. It is desirable for
at least one of these two members be an officer of the corporation of the outgoing Board. Old Board members
need not be candidates for their same position.
Section 5.5.The nominating committee’s slate of candidates
shall be announced to the Board of Governors prior to their
regular May meeting and not be announced to anyone else. At
the May Board meeting, the Board will approve or
amend and approve a slate of candidates, prior to any public announcement of the slate.
Section 5.6. Following Board approval, the slate of candidates
shall be published and distributed to the membership
in advance of the annual meeting.*
Section 5.7. Any member may offer additional nominations for
any office, provided written acceptance by the nominee has been
obtained and delivered in writing to the President not later than
5:00 PM central time of the fifteenth day prior to the annual
meeting.
Section 5.8. Election of officers for the next season is to be held
at the annual membership meeting. If there is more than one
candidate for any office, election shall be by written ballot. If
there is only one candidate for an office, election may be by
voice vote. Election to the Board requires a simple majority of
the votes cast by members. Cumulative voting
is not permitted.
*Announcement of slate will be published and
distributed via a KTG email or by mail if requested.

PRESIDENT – Is responsible for representing the Kirkwood
Theatre Guild and supervising all KTG activities. The President
is responsible for presiding over monthly board meetings and
other special meetings.
VICE PRESIDENT & TREASURER – Will act in the absence
of the President or as requested to fill in for the President and
is responsible for oversight of any KTG contract administrative support personnel. The Vice President is responsible for the
orderly management of all KTG funds, records of income and
disbursements, preparation of an annual budget, and participation
in an annual audit.
SECRETARY – Is responsible for recording and distributing
minutes of the board meetings and maintaining a permanent
record of all correspondence. The Secretary is responsible for assisting the Casting Chairperson at all auditions.
PRODUCTION MANAGER – Is responsible for managing
the production resources of KTG, appointing and supervising a
technical director for each production, assisting the technical director in selecting production designers and stage managers. The
Production Manager is responsible for preparing and supervising
production budgets, providing member records for committee
use, arranging pre-production meetings and supervising the storage warehouse.
PUBLICITY MANAGER – Is responsible for creating and
implementing publicity for KTG shows. This includes season
brochures, promotions, media releases, coordination of media
coverage and other activities as deemed necessary.
ARTISTIC MANAGER – Is responsible for appointing and
overseeing the activities of a Play Selection Chairperson. The
Play Selection Chairperson will supervise a committee to review
and recommend to the Board of Governors a slate of scripts
for the following season. For each show the Artistic Manager
is responsible for appointing and overseeing the activities of a
Casting Chairperson. The Casting Chairperson is responsible for
supervising the audition process. The Artistic Manager is responsible for appointing an Assistant Director for each show and for
securing the services of a Music Director, Choreographer and
other specialized personnel as needed. With the assistance of the
executive director, the Artistic Manager is responsible for scripts
and performance royalties.
MEMBERSHIP MANAGER – Is responsible for all KTG sponsored membership activities and social events and is responsible
for creating and executing methods to recruit new members.
The Membership Manager is responsible for appointing a House
Manager for each production. The House Manager will recruit
ushers and manage the lobby during all performances. The
Membership Manager is responsible for appointing a Catering
Manager for each production to provide catering for the show’s
production volunteers at move-in times and strike. The Membership Manager will chair and appoint a nominating committee
whose mandate is to nominate a slate of board members for the
next season.
Two part time staff members (the Executive Director and Box Office Manager) assist the Board of Governors in their activities.

SIMPLE WAYS TO HELP KTG

vPLACE AN AD IN OUR PROGRAM

KTG now produces our own program. This equals a new expense but offers you the opportunity to share an advertisement
with our patrons.Rates are very reasonable, contact Terry to get
more information on the 11-12 season program. Advertsing on
the program covers is available now! Why not share this with a
friend-you know we appreciate it!

v GET A SCRIPT CARD

KTG is enrolled in Schnucks e-script card program. All you
need to do is get a card,activate it on-line or by phone to set
KTG as your recipient and KTG raises much needed funds.
Schnucks will donate up to 3% of what you spend. If you are
already in the program, you can designate multiple non-profit
ARTS
FOR
LIFE
recipients, just add KTG.Get
yours
at our
annual meeting!!

Reserve your table now!
$15 in advance $17 at the door

vTELL EVERYONE ABOUT THE NEW MATINEE

KTG is so excited to be offering a 2nd Sunday matinee next
season! Help us
spread the good news
by telling everyone you
Reservations-call
314-487-9926
know! That is email-aflnewsletter@aol.com
hundreds of more matinee seats!

v RENEW EARLY
FORChrist
THE 81ST
SEASON
Location:
Memorial
Church

Now you can renew your season tickets during the musical!
5252 S. Lindbergh, 63126
First time season ticket buyers can reserve early; actual seat
assignments will
be made
9/1/11 . Not to worry! Our deadlines
event
details~www.artsforlife.org
are not changing. We are just making it easier on our patrons.

vvvvvvvvv

KTG NEEDS YOU!
Set-Build~Curtains

Saturday, April 16th
For those who can tote & carry
Move-in starts at 9 am
Build starts at about 10 am
Painting and detail work to start late am.
Work continuesApril 17th~10 am and in the
evenings during the week (time to be determined)
We are loosing a day of work due to EASTER
so please consider working during the week
Continuing on April 23rd 9 am
Questions? Please contact, Tech Director
Frank Lewis at 314-821-3720

Ushers needed for upcoming show.
Please contact Membership Manager,
Brandon Atkins to schedule a date!
314-712-1006 or atkins595@hotmail.com

vKEEP YOUR

vvvvvvvvv

MEMBERSHIP ACTIVEv
VOLUNTEER
~New Members always welcome~
INVITE A FRIEND

vvvvvvvvv

Cherol Thibaut~Take A Bow

Cherol was born in St. Louis and is the oldest of seven children. The question on everyone’s mind is why is her name
spelled that way? That is asy to explain, as it is a combination of her parent’s names Cherrie and Oliver. She grew up in
North St. Louis near the Chain of Rocks Bridge. Her father was an Industrial Engineer, and her mother was a full-time
homemaker and part time Secretary. Cherol attended Corpus Christie High School, where she was a member of one
their last graduating classes. It was there that Cherol had the privilege of learning all about theatre from her beloved
teacher, Jim Grummich. She was the VP of the Drama Club and won the award for “Best Actress” in their One Act Plays.
One of her favorite roles was as the lead in Teach Me to Cry. After high school Cherol attended Rockhurst, UMSL and
SLU before moving to New Orleans to get married. She graduated from the University of New Orleans with a degree in
accounting. Cherol’s two children, Bob and Cherisse, were born, and life got hectic. After eight years, the family moved
back to St. Louis. Cherol became a single mom and Mama Thibaut to her children’s friends. She has continued to work
in accounting over the years and now is employed at Liberty Auto Salvage.
The love of theatre was always there, but pursuing that love while parenting young children was just a dream. However, when the kids were 17 and 18,
Cherol saw a listing in the Post Dispatch for KTG’s auditions for The Man Who Came to Dinner. This was it, her time to get back on stage! She shared
her plans and excitement with her kids. As fate would have it, the day of the auditions her brother called and told Cherol the upsetting news that he,
his wife and daughter had just been in a serious car accident. He and Hannah were fine but his wife was in need of immediate surgery, “Could Cherol,
please come and get Hannah?” Without a second thought she said, “Yes”, knowing she would not be able to audition. But Bob and Cherisse stepped in
and insisted on taking care of their cousin so their Mom could pursue this opportunity. And the rest, as they say, is history. Cherol was cast as Nurse
Preen by Director Faith Maddy. She met many talented people who are now life-time friends. Cherol then auditioned for Solid Gold Cadillac and Tom
Murray cast her in the lead. During Into the Woods, costumer, Russ Bettlach, discovered Cherol could sew and enlisted her help. She has been costuming ever since. A favorite costuming memory is from The Boys Next Door ,when Director Brad Schwartz, decided during the final dress rehearsal he
needed a “tear away” tuxedo for the following night! Of course, even though it was last minute, she got it done! For the past 11 years she has been
costuming for Tom Murray at CBC and was thrilled to be part of a recent celebration there honoring Tom for his 100th production. It was delightful to
see so many of her boys return!
Cherol has served on the KTG Board of Governors in several capacities including Business Manager, Membership Manager and President for five years.
One of the funniest moments for her as President was when she was making her curtain speech and one of the KTG patrons heckled her-letting her
know he did not get a mint at the previous production. Even with all she has done for the Guild, she earnestly believes it has given her more in return:
a wonderful community service opportunity,the ability to host a party in many environments, honed her sewing skills, helped her build her leadership
skills and gave her a loving extended family.

Joe Arno

Jan Meyer, Rebeca Davidson

The
Heiress
Susan Wolff

Doug Chapis

Jan Carson
Merrick Mohler

Jake Bantel

Joe Arno, Tom Day, Denise Wade, JD Wade, Linda Menard

Denise Wade, Deb Dennert, Betsy Gasoke

Lee Meyer

Harold Feltmann, John Davidson

Denise Wade

Gary Sibbitts, Jan Meyer

Deb Dennert, Jan Niehoff

John Lamb

Jan Niehoff, James Kuhlamn

Betsy Gasoske

Tracey Elbien,
Linda Menard,
Mark Hotze

Sara Strawhun, Jan Niehoff

Jake Bantel, Jessica & Scott Lyle

Jan Meyer, Jan Carson, JD & Denise Wade
Betsy Gasoke, David Bornholdt

Sara Strawhun, Richard Hunsaker
Deb & Roger Dennert

THE
HEIRESS
Director-Jan Meyer
AD-Brandon Atkins

Dr. Sloper-Richard Hunsaker
Catherine-Sara Strawhun
Livinia-DebDennert
Elizabeth-Jan Niehoff
Maria-Beth Graveman
Mrs.Montgomery-Betsy Gaoske
Marion-Jessica Lyle
Arthur-JD Wade

Kirkwood Theatre Guild
844 South Harrison Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63122
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For information regarding VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES, AUDITIONS or TICKETS
call 314-821-9956 or check at www.ktg-onstage.org. Don’t forget to help KTG keep our
contact information up to date~let us know when your address or email changes.
KTG BOARD OF GOVERNORS 2010-2011
President~ Danny Austin
Secretary~ Judy Lewis
Artistic Manger~ Kent Coffel
Membership Manger~ Brandon Atkins

VP & Treasurer~ Tom Day
Production Manager~ Frank Lewis
Publicity Manager~Robert Doyle

2010-2011 SEASON
Curtains 			Performances~April 29, 30, May 1, 5, 6 ,7
WHY NOT INVITE A FRIEND TO
ENJOY A KTG SHOW?
Check the KTG website~www.ktg-onstage.org for more information.

